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SUBJ: SAHARA: APTERMATH OP SPANISH WITHDRAWAL 

REF: MADRID 1546 

SUMMARY: GOS INTENTIONALLY WITHHELD SUPPORT POR PEB 26 
MOROCCAN-STAGED UNANIMOUS APPROVAL BY LOCAL SAHARAN ASSEMBLY 
(YEMAA) OP "REINTEGRATION" OF TERRITORY INTO MOROCCO AND 
MAURITANIA. PORMER MINISTER OP PRESIDENCY, CARRO MARTINEZ, 

WHO PLAYED KEY ROLE IN PINAL DENOUEMENT IN OCT-NOV 1975, 

GAVE WELL-ATTENDED PUBLIC LECTURE MARCH 1 DEPENDING GOS SAHARAN 
POLICY. LECTURE WAS MARRED BY LENGTHY INTERVENTION BY ALGERIAN 
AMBASSADOR AND PROTESTS OVER THE INTERVENTION PROM MOROCCAN 
MINISTER/COUNSELOR. FAILURE OP MOROCCAN FISHING CHIEF 
TO SHOW UP FOR SCHEDULED MEETING IN MADRID PEB 26-27 SUGGESTS 
THAT MOROCCO MAY RECIPROCATE GOS REPUSAL TO SUPPORT ITS PREFERRED 
PORM POR SAHARAN TAKEOVER BY DRAGGING ITS PEET IN BILATERAL 
PROJECTS PROPOSED AS PART OP OVERALL SAHARAN SETTLEMENT. 
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END SUMMARY. 
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1 . SPANISH GOVERNOR ATTENDED EIRST PART OP PEB 26 LOCAL SAHARAN 
ASSEMBLY (YEMAA) MEETING DURING WHICH HE READ THE TEXT OP THE 
UNDERSTANDINGS REACHED IN MADRID, NOV 14,1975, WITH MOROCCO 
AND MAURITANIA WIWITH RESPECT TO THEIR PARTICIPATION IN 
TEMPORARY ADMINISTRATION OP TERRITORY. ACCORDING TO MPA, 

GOVERNOR DID NOT STAY POR POLLOWING CEREMONY IN WHICH YEMAA 
VOICED ITS UNANIMOUS APPROVAL OP "REINCORPORATION " WITH MOROCCO AND 
MAURITANIA. THERE WERE MANY LAST-MINUTE EPFORTS TO BRING GOS 
AROUND TO ACQUIESCE IN MOROCCAN-INSPIRED FORMALITIES BUT GOS 
INSISTED THAT AS LONG AS SAHARANS HAD NOT BEEN PROPERLY 
CONSULTED ABOUT THEIR PUTURE IN THE PRESENCE OP A UN OFPICIAL, 

SPAIN COULD NOT AGREE THAT THE DECOLONIZATION PROCESS HAD BEEN 
PROPERLY CONCLUDED (REPTEL). 

2. AN AUDIENCE OP SOME 400 MARCH 1 HEARD FORMER MINISTER OP THE 
PRESIDENCY, CARRO MARTINEZ (AN INTIMATE OP PRIME MINISTER 
ARIAS), DESCRIBE EVOLUTION OP GOS POLICY TOWARDS SAHARA. 

HIS PRESENTATION AMOUNTED TO APOLOGIA POR GOS POLICY WHICH HE 
SAID SUCCEEDED IN EXTRICATING SPAIN PROM AN INTOLERABLE AND 
HOPELESS SITUATION WITHOUT BLOODSHEAD, HARM TO COHESION OF 
THE ARMED PORCES, OR REPERCUSSIONS ON INTERNAL POLITICAL 
SITUATION. CARRO ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SPAIN WAS LATE IN MOVING 
TERRITORY TOWARDS SRI ,F-DF, TERMINATION BUT LAID RESPONSIBILITY 
POR POSTPONEMENT OF PLANNED REPERENDUM 

IN EARLY 1975 AT DOORSTEP OP MOROCCO AND UN. ARABS WHO HAD 
EARLIER AGREED ON SELP-DETERMINATION AND SPAIN'S EARLY DEPARTURE 
PROM SAHARA SAYING THAT THEY COULD ARRANCE A SOLUTION 
AMONG THEMSELVES, ENDED UP BY DISAGREEING ON SELF-DETERMINATION 
WITH ONE SIDE SEEKING TO PREVENT A REFERENDUM AND THE OTHER 
PROMOTING AN INSURGENCY IN THE TERRITORY. MOROCCO'S "GREEN 
MARCH," WHICH CARRO DESCRIBED AS "A CAMOUPLAGED MILITARY 
AGGRESSION," BROUGHT THINGS TO A HEAD. WITH NO REAL HELP PROM 
THE ARABS OR THE UN AT ANY TIME DURING THE CRISIS, SPAIN 
HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO CARRY OUT ITS INTENTION-COMMUNICATED TO 
THE UN MAY 23,I975-TO WITHDRAW UNILATERALLY IP PEACEFUL DE- 
COLONIZATION WERE NO LONGER POSSIBLE. THIS WAS ACCOMPLISHED 
BY "UNILATERAL SPANISH DECLARATION"-THE SO-CALLED MADRID 
TRIPARITE AGREEMENT- TO WHICH MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA SUB- 
SCRIBED IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE AS ADMINISTRATING POWERS IN PINAL 
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3-MONTH PHASE OP SPANISH PRESENCE. 

3. ATTENDING ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR KHALED TOOK THE PLOOR IN THE 
QUESTION PERIOD TO PERORATE ON ALLEGED INACCURACIES IN 
CARRO'S PRESENTATION. BEPORE HE COULD PINISH,MOROCCAN MINISTER- 
COUNSELOR, CHERKAOUI, ROSE AND BEGAN PROTESTING IN PRENCH. 

APTER CHAIRMAN RESTORED ORDER, CARRO BRIEPLY REBUTTED ALGERIAN 
AMBASSADOR'S REMARKS CONCLUDING WITH STATEMENT THAT SHARAN 
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ISSUE HAD NOT BEEN RESOLVED BUT "IS NOW IN YOUR HANDS" AS HE 
EIXEDLY EOCUSED ON ALGERIAN AND MOROCCAN REPS. THIS WAS GREETED 
BY SPONTANEOUS APPLAUSE. ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR 
LATER TOLD EMBOEE THAT AS HE LEET THE HALL, SOME SPANIARDS 
CONGRATULATED HIM EOR TAKING THE ELOOR TO DEEEND RIGHS OE 
SHARANS. 

4. FOR THE SECOND TIME THE MOROCCAN DIRGEN FOR EISHERIES, WHO 
WAS SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH HIS SPANISH COUNTERPART IN MADIRD, 

RAILED TO SHOW UP EEB 26-27. THERE IS CONCERN IN THE MEA 
(WELL-EOUNDED WE SUSPECT) THAT THE SPANISH-MOROCCAN UNDERSTANDING 
REACHED DURING THE MADRID TALKS IN MID-NOVEMBER 1975 

MIGHT RUN INTO SNAGS BECAUSE OE GOS UNWILLINGNESS TO UNDERWRITE 
THE EORM OE MOROCCO'S TAKEOVER IN THE SAHARA. THESE UNDERSTANDINGS 
INCLUDED AN OPTION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OE A 
PHOSPHATE DEPOSIT IN SOUTHERN MOROCCO (NOT BU CRAA), THE 
CONSTRUCTION OE A I MILLION TON STEEL PLANT AND A LEAD AND 
COPPER .SMELTER, ASSISTANCE IN PREPARING A GEOLOGICAL MAP OP 
MOROCCO, AND SOME UNSPECIFIED CHEMICAL PROJECTS. IN THE ABSENCE 
OP A SETTLEMENT OF OUTSTANDING GOS DEMANDS FOR 
INDEMNIFICATION OF CONFISCATED OR NATIONALIZED SPANISH INTERESTS 
THE GOS MAY ALSO BE DRAGGING ITS FEET ON THE NEW ECONOMIC 
PROPOSALS UNTIL SOME PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE GOM 
ON COMPENSATIONS. 

5. COMMENT: CARRO IS THE FIRST PROMINENT SPANIARD TO HAVE USED 
SUCH HARSH LANGAUGE PUBLICLY WHEN REFERRING TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES 
LACK OF COOPERATION IN DECOLONIZATION EFFORT. THE INCIDENT 

WITH THE ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR AND THE MOROCCAN COUNSELOR 
ILLUSTRATE THE IMPACT OF SAHARAN DEVELOPMENTS ON SPAIN'S 
RELATIONS WITH THESE TWO COUNTRIEES. MEA OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD 
US THAT THEY WANT TO MAINTAIN AS FRIENDLY RELATIONS AS 
POSSBILE WITH BOTH COUNTRIES; MOROCCO IN PARTICULAR WOULD LIKE 
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TO HAVE SPAIN TAKE SIDES. IT IS QUITE 

LIKELY THAT CARRO'S LECTURE COORDINATED IN ADVANCE WITH THE GOS 
WHICH WANTS TO PUT THE BEST LIGHT POSSIBLE DOMESTICALLY AND 
EXTERNALLY ON ITS SAHARAN POLICY. 

STABLER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, DEPENDENCY GOVERNMENT, UNGA RESOLUTIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION, GOVERNMENT 
REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MADRID01734 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760086-0946 
From: MADRID 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760391/aaaadcch.tel 

Line Count: 159 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 MADRID 1546 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 MAY 2004 by ellisoob>; APPROVED <07 SEP 2004 by coburnhl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SAHARA: AFTERMATH OF SPANISH WITHDRAWAL 
TAGS: PFOR, AL, MO, SP, SS, UN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



